China’s Copyright Protection
Since 1949, China has scored spectacular achievements in copyright protection.
Copyright protection has been a part of China’s economic and social development and has become a driving force behind cultural creation, fuelling the development of the cultural industry and other national industries and national economic and cultural development, and making due contributions to socialist and party development.
1. We have established a legal system with Chinese characteristics that meets global standards to protect copyrights.
The Copyright Law of People’s Republic of China was promulgated and implemented in 1990, and is now under third revision. Afterwards, Regulations for the Implementation of Copyright Law of the PRC and many other regulations have been promulgated and implemented. Thus, we now have a basically complete legal system for copyright protection, including a law and six regulatory compilations as well as complementary ministerial, local and governmental regulations, forming a basic system to protect copyrights in a complete way.
2. The government’s work to manage and protect copyrights has been strengthened.
National Copyright Bureau has ordered copyright administration departments at all levels to combine special campaigns with daily administration to improve and facilitate copyright protection and fight against all kinds of piracy. Since 2005, National Copyright Bureau has worked with other relevant government departments to fight against online piracy, investigated and dealt with 4,051 cases of piracy, shut down 1,752 copyright-infringing websites, issued 7.83 million yuan of fines, confiscated 1,041 servers and 229 cases were transferred to judiciary departments. Since October 2011, the State Council carried out a special campaign to combat IPR infringements and peddling of counterfeit and shoddy goods to intensify the efforts to fight against piracy, further strengthening the administrative work and the law enforcement to protect copyrights. In past five years, copyright administration departments at all levels dealt with 49,000 cases of piracy and confiscated 317 million copyright-infringing counterfeits, effectively improving the copyright market in China.
3. We have established a platform to provide copyright-related public and social services
We have established four platforms to serve copyright holders and the people. The first is a government platform for copyright registration, proxy and software registration. The second is a social service platform built collectively by Copyright Association, Copyright Collective Administration Organization, Copyright Protection Center and other organizations. The third is a market platform supported by copyright mortgage, transaction and demonstration bases. The fourth is a copyright-protecting technology service platform. The number of registered software and general works went from 23,000 and 152,000 in 2006 to 139,228 and 580947 in 2012 respectively. At present, the number of registered copyrights amounted to more than three million. Copyright-related industries enjoyed sound development, with its added value accounting for 6.55% of GDP in 2009.
4. We have boosted people’s awareness of copyright protection in China
With World IPR Day and major copyright protection events as its opportunities to embark on further work, National Copyright Bureau staged many activities in government departments, companies, schools and communities to greatly raise people’s consciousness of copyright protection in China through various ways and helped create a society where knowledge, innovations and copyrights are honored. According to statistics, 74.7% of Chinese people are aware of copyright protection.
5. We promoted international exchanges and cooperation on copyright protection.
Since China became an official member of WIPO in 1980, we have established multilateral relations with WIPO, WTO, APEC and other international organizations, marked by cooperation and exchange. We have also developed a sound system to conduct bilateral dialogues and exchanges with the U.S., Europe, Australia, Japan, Korea and many other countries. In 2012, we successfully staged WIPO Diplomatic Conference on the Protection of Audiovisual Performances, which gave birth to Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances, and greatly boosted China’s international influence on copyright protection.
